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In this case, however, he that counsels 
ilways expect his decisions to be received 
r and implicitly followed ; because the man 
himself bewildered in contemplating an 
ursuit, generally endeavours to extricate 
ithout the assistance of others, and rarely 
es the attempt till he has removed, or 
has removed, every impediment that ob- 
is progress and damped his hope. He no 
ds objections to combat, nor difficulties to 
He therefore ceases to hesitate ; he de- 
at once the course he shall steer, and after- 
ltreats direction— not with his mind in 
quilibrium — not so much with a view to 
knowledge to make either scale preponderate 
nay decide with the balance, as to know 
the sentiments of others concur with 
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?ment ; the very terms imply opposition ; 
little happiness can be reasonably expected 
very attempt to gain it involves a com- 
nterests. 

:ept graciously given to the disciples of 

acting marriage, has been perhaps but 

terly considered ; nay, in many instances, 

onduct warrants a suspicion that it has 

consulted. But it was not so with 

a apostolic times. Their souls were 

>iritual, replete with affection and gratis 

felt too strong an attachment to their 

?r, to think of making a league with his 

hey knew that the Lord had set apart 

godly for himself; that they were 

i among the heathen to give thanks to 

, and to triumph in his praise. th«j- 
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, ~~jyjj wore than the 
itber as they respect Christianity, the re- 
s of literature, or the polite arts, these ad- 
, simply considered, form no part of the 
character. This appellation is peculiar to. 
shall experience a change, not of ex- 
cumstances, but of the heart ; and of such 
heathen is as susceptible as the most en- 
philosopher of modern times. The carnal 
both, by nature, are enmity against God ; 
not subject to the law of God, neither 
i be ; nor can the one say with propriety 
r, in reference to this awful fact, Stand by 
•me not near to me ; for I am holier than 

Christian name, and the profession of 

'.ailed Christianity, by which numbers are 

Many imagine, because thev wpr«» >~— 
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hath a wife that believetn not, aim we ue 

to dwell .with him, let him not put her away :" 

is one remarks, must imply the unlawfulness 

ring with such a woman : for were it supposed 

to marry, there could be no dispute abput 

-vith her afterwards; because it is a less 

to hiuder the contracting of marriage than to 

it when contracted. 

erefore it were a question whether the be- 

brother ought not to divorce his idolatrous 

is certain beyond a doubt that, had they been 

ngle, he would have thought it unlawful to 

aer. 

i argument will appear still more forcible if 

smembered, that the apostle gives a latitude 

ting when the unbelieving partner is refrac- 

br he says, " If the unbelieving depart, let 
• » .-»! — „„ „ „$„»«,„ $ B nn f under 
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his people and his government. 

avoid the force of the apostolic injunction, it 

n objected, That marriage is a civil institution 

d for civil purposes ; that religion is a matter 

distinct, and should therefore have nothing 

n forming such connexions. Now suppose, 

loment, that the descendants of Abraham had 

thus when Jehovah said concerning the 

litish nations, and urged the worship of him- 

the ground of the prohibition, " Thou shalt 

no marriages with them; thy daughter thou 

ot give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt 

ike unto thy son : for they will turn away thy 

>m following me, that they may serve other 

>o will the anger of the Lord be kindled against 

ind destroy thee suddenly." What answer 

the captious objector have reasonably ex- 
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all the objections to which I advert, place the 
as a logician, not to say as a divine, in the 
iconsistent light imaginable. The new con- 
ere, on account of their faith and steady at- 
;nt to Christ, persecuted from city to city. Of 
it might be truly said, as the apostle did con- 

I himself, that they had no certain dwelling 
and for this very reason he dissuades them 
moment, or, as he expresses it, Because of 

.'sent distress, from marrying even with be- 
themselves : while at the same time he was 
, on the principle of the objections, or must 
aid, had the question been asked, It is neither 
stent with your Christian profession, nor with 

II of Christ, for you to marry those very ene- 
/ho now thirst for your blood, but from whose 
' it is nevertheless at all times your happiness to 

» Tin tb.it rnn believe such contradiction, let 
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choice, however different and splendid his pro- 
on, is nevertheless as great a stranger to the life 
race and true godliness, as the deluded follower 
hat arch impostor, or the idolatrous worshipper 
ne Ephesian divinity ! 

t will be readily admitted that an unconverted 

i may be a good husband, a worthy master, a 

d father: but amiable and endearing as these 

.lities are, and that they are endearing and amia- 

wherever found, is cheerfully acknowledged ; yet 

ely they make not the aggregate of a Christian's 

)piness in the marriage life ! These are ingre- 

nts indispensably necessary to the domestic feli- 

f of professor and profane: but the follower of 

ms, who thinks and acts in this case consistently 

th his profession, has, besides these, other highly 

portant considerations that demand notice, and 
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•eat ; but were all the particulars enumerated thai 
terrupt the enjoyment of tranquillity, they woulc 
j extremely various and striking. One, however 
ust not be omitted. It is more than probable 
tat a man with the views already mentioned, would 
re no evil in violating the duties of the Sabbath, 
e might perceive no evil in taking, what he woulc 
ill, a little innocent recreation, intended merely foi 
nusemvnt, or the continuance of health ; and t 
tere were children, he might judge it right to mak< 
lem participate his pleasures. He might alsc 
)licit, if not endeavour to compel you to join in th< 
tme breach of duty ; when the language of youi 
eart would be, " How amiable are thy tabernacle* 
' Lord of hosts ! a day in thy courts is better thai 
thousand. I had rather be a door-keeper in Um 
ousc of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wick 
Iness." 

But should it bo otherwise ; should he recollec 
wit it is said, " Blessed is the man that keepeth tr 
abbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand fr 
(•ini: evil :" should he conform to the outward d 
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. ..«„ ouuiu uiiequivocal testimony that \ 

ubject is influenced by its benign agency. Becai 
jme men are so constituted as to feel, compa 
vely, no inclination to be vicious. They have, ii 
eneral viewj no vice to gratify ; or to speak w; 
•eater precision, God restrains the heatf, as in t 
ue of Abimelech, so as to suppress the desire 
>mmitting those sins to which it would otherwi 
s liable : and the efficacy of this restraint is torn 
mes so great, that there will be, apparently, b 
.tie difference between the real and nomin 
iristian. "They may," as an excellent prela 
marks, " both live outwardly without blame, ax 
Ine in a sphere above the ordinary sort of men, an 
t the one be a star and the other but a meteo 
te highway may be as dry and as fair in frost 
ather as in a warm summer: but there is a gres 
ference in the cause of it : in summer, the su 
es up the moisture ; in winter the frost binds it ii 
the ways of those who are under the power c 
traint, may be so fair as that of those whn «w» ♦«•"! 
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., — x»v».iiuwieage tne propriety of that sail 

ry exhortation, " Love not the world, neither tfc 
ings that are in the world. If any man love th 
Drld, the love of the Father is not in him." The 
tow by experience that the " friendship of th. 
>rld is enmity with God ; and that whosoever wil 
a friend of the world is the enemy of God." 
" Through the whole of the New Testament, then 
a direct opposition stated between the world am 
} disciples of Christ : an opposition of character 
opposition of interest, and a continual conflict ir. 
isequence of both." It no longer appears strange 
the Christian, that he who " is after the flesh, 
uld persecute him that is after the spirit; " nay, 
rould be more strange to find it otherwise: and on 
i principle proceeded those excellent cautions of 
Divine Jesus— marvel not if the world hate you : 
ated me before it h«to/i »«» ***• % 



mitrugcu uiui na your lawgiver ana your Ki 
you have adopted the language of those who 
claimed, Other lords besides thee have had domit 
over us : but by thee only will we make mentioi 
thy name. You have made a good profession bel 
many witnesses, and have joined yourself to the L 
and to his people in a perpetual covenant that si 
oever be forgotten. You are not your own-tout 
bought with a price : not with corruptible things 
silver and gold ; but with the precious blood 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without sp 
Esteem it therefore your duty and your privilege 
honour and glorify God with your body and with y 
ipirit, which are his. He has, in mercy, translated ; 
wit of the kingdom of Satan, into the kingdom of 
iear Son. He hath brought you out of darkt 
into marvellous light : walk therefore as a chile 
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thou lodgeel, I will lodfe : thj people iball be my 
people, ud thy God my God : where thou dleet, will 
I die, mud there will I be buried; the Lord do » 
to me, end more tin, IT aught but death pert 

erclte suspicion respecting your reel character aa a 
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TO" now have of yourself sno. ot oMver* "» » *^,v*- 



8 undoubtedly the nearest, and the»most imj 
)f all earthly connexions ? You have joys ol 
:he partner of your life cannot participate : yo 
sorrows, the source of which he cannot expl 
ffhich he can bear no part, and which, had he 
lation, he can neither remove nor alleviate, 
.his is not all: you will feel the most bitter a 
n reflecting that the beloved object of youi 
Ives estranged from that God, in whose favo 
experience there is life, and whose loving kind 
letter than life. You cannot but anticipat 
he most pungent grief, that awful period whic 
ttssolve the tenderest ties ; that may probab 
?etuate to him the misery it has been your a 
mdeavour to avert, and the fear of his en 
arhich, has embittered all the sweets of domesti 
But suppose, for a moment, that after ma 
he man who is now obsequious and pliable, 
mexpectedly become perverse and obstinate ! 
lose, which is po.v-ihle, that your views of r 
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To grasp at happiness is all our view, 
Through diffrent tracks her footsteps we 
While each his own fallacious path approi 
As interest leads, or inclination moves: 
Yet most through error lose the wish 'd -for 
Who sets out wrong must wander far astra 

Notwithstanding what I have said in th< 
letters, it may possibly be urged that rec 
teem and affection are essential to happ 
that you cannot meet with a person, in U 
your religious connexions, with whom yoi 
mise yourself the enjoyment of felicity, 
indeed I that among the many thousands 
Israel, there should not be one whose j 
accomplishments can find access to your h< 
" It is not," says an elegant writer, " • 
cult to find a suitable companion, if every i 



eilbly and Bermanemlj, against all tl 
. unoot be your fault. In such a situ 



impression that compelled him to hazard a r 
he may solicit access to another without fear 
proach, or the imputation of caprice. Fo 
therefore who shall, while avowedly a disci 
Christ, attach himself to one who is a strangei 
Gospel and his grace, no apology can with d 
be made. His conduct is highly criminal ii 
He bids defiance to restraint : and without ha 
in his power to assign any admissible pretext 
move, or even to palliate his guilt, tramples < 
authority which has graciously interposed tc 
him the path of duty and of happiness ! 

Is there, it may be asked, no self-denial at 
to the Christian profession when the comma 
Christ oppose the gratification of irregular d< 
Are the disciples of the despised Galilean to 
no trials — to encounter no difficulties — to t 
with no enemy ? Whence then that adm< 
caution, If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die 
ye through the spirit do mortify thedeedsof th 
ve shall live. 
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vicissitudes 01 me. ne uiuh cu,a.uw»«,v. B „ 
is uot in man who walketh to direct his ste; 
he will rejoice to find they are ordered by tl 
who delighteth in his way :" and were we r 
servant of the hand of providence, and of ' 
cepts graciously given for the regulation of 
duct, many of our inquiries would be need 
should see the path marked out before us 
through mistake, we should turn either to 
or to the left, there is ground to believe 
should not long be suffered to wander 
statutes. 

The first inquiry then is, Whether you b< 
in the path that providence hath allotted ' 
your way is clear, and your duty plain, 
whether poverty or riches may ensue, or wfc 
figure you are to make in life, is a mat 
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discipline, that they will degrade their condition 
duce their mode of living, deprive themselves o 
accommodations to which they have been ai 
tomed, or even of those ornaments or appearand 
rank and station which they have been taugr. 
regard as belonging to their birth, or class, or 
fession, or place in society. The same consic 
tion, namely, a view to their accustomed mod 
life, which is so apparent in the superior orde 
the people, has no less influence upon those r 
which compose the mass of the community, 
instance, when the common people of a country 
accustomed to eat a large proportion of animal : 
to drink wine, spirits, or beer, to wear shoes 
stockings, to dwell in stone houses, they will n< 
content to live in clay cottages upon roots and i 
with no other clothing than skins, or what is n 
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evernai ; ana 1 oeiieve you win uiuu y»m*i tro, 
they are infinitely preferable, and of more endulVry 
substance. 

The heart of the wicked, we are told, is of little 
worth: nor could the accumulated riches of the 
world add to its value. " Nothing, indeed, makes us 
rich as men, but wisdom and virtue ; nor as Chris- 
tians, but piety and holiness: and in these, which 
are the only true and substantial riches, the poorest 
Christian may vie stakes with all the world. Drop 
into the scale, millions of gold, boundless revenues, 
ample territories, crowns and sceptres, and a poor 
contemptible Christian lays his one God against all 
these, and beggars them" — they are lighter than the 
dust on the balance ! 

It is not enough, Philetus, that you both hare re- 
ceived the earnest and are heirs of the same inhe- 
ritance, thouirh not vet rpallv in nowwxurtnn 9 Th«» 
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mjcm. teacnes another to long for what he ne\ 

shall obtain, is no less an enemy to his quiet, than 
he had robbed him of part of his patrimony." 

The most exalted situation in the present life 
exposed, yea, probably most exposed, to the fasc 
nating allurements of temptation ; " and whosoevc 
shall look needfully upon those who are eminent fo 
their riches, will not think their condition such a 
that he should hazard his quiet, and much less bit 
virtue, to obtain it. For all that great wealth ge- 
nerally gives above a moderate fortune, is more 
room for the freaks of caprice, and more privilege 
for ignorance and vice, a quicker succession of flat* 
eries, and a larger circle of voluptuousness." 

Could we but take a comprehensive view of the 
arious conditions of human life, and realise the 
opes and the fears, the pains and the d1p»«"— 
gned to each, w» » u - " * 
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tion and grace ; has he brought us thus far, and n 
he not carry us through the remainder of our joi 
ney? Yes, my Alethea, most assuredly he w 
Let us therefore honour the precious promL 
graciously given for encouragement and suppoi 
let us cast all our cares upon him who careth for 
and leave him both to undertake and to manage 
things for us agreeably to the counsel of his own w 
This is certainly our duty and our privilege. " Tt 
that know thy name," says the Psalmist, " will tr 
in thee : for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them tl 
seek thee." 

We have not, it is true, abundance of tempo 
blessings, nor is our path likely to be so smooth a 
pleasing as the love of ease and of affluence mi| 
desire ; but surely the consideration that all thii 
are dispensed according to the good pleasure of < 
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but if this be wanting, _ 

paths of obedience, and the best »»» . - 

lected, are indifferently performed. 

For the propriety of my remarks, and the nee 
sity of such a regard to his and your own happine 
I appeal to yourself. Considerations of this natu 
though of the last importance, are too often but lit 
regarded by those who enter into the marriage sta 
It frequently happens that both parties think all 
done, and their happiness effectually secured, wt 
the ceremony is performed. But alas ! how v 
opposite is the supposition to the sad experienc 
thousands, who soon find themselves disappoi 
and alarmed ; who, perhaps, are unable by any ft 
efforts to repair the loss they have sustained 
are compelled to pass the lesj o£ : lheir days ha' 
by the remembrance of negligence for which 
~" no cause, and of endearments that m 
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lother married." 

Who trtut appearances oft judge ann~. . 
For outward show it but the mask of bliaa, 

But it may be asked, Do either of the candidate! 
for conjugal felicity expect that, when the ceremoa] 
is over, possession will abridge their pleasures? No; 
a disappointment so repugnant to the expectation 
they have formed is what neither can desire, ant 
perhaps what they never once suspected. Were w* 
indeed minutely to examine the conduct of «w"%hi 
in general, after marriage, we might easily disooYt 
some abatement of affection, some suspension 
regard, and perhaps but little of that tender ofl) 
ousness which, during the "assiduities of courtabf 
was displayed on the most frivolous occasions. ' 
springs of love seemed weakened by possession ; 
-Hat was once thought most dear and valuable 
-~-v thing else would have been c' 
v "t lightly esteemed, 
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merly dwelt with pleasure ; and which have 
gone no change but what capricious fancy ma 
wantonly suggested. " To this cause we must i 
it, that love languishes with fruition, and frie 
itself is recommended by intervals of absence.' 

In this inconstancy of attachment, we ret 
children, who, if but a feather be exhibited at 
lance, seem transported with delight : increas 
distance, and you stimulate desire ; you mak< 
more importunate, more restless, and raise a r. 
which nothing can then gratify but possession 
dulge, for a moment, those infant solicitants, an 
awhile admire with ecstasy the beloved objecl 
alas ! neither the softness of its touch, the stn 
of its plume, nor the rich variety of its eoloui 
long secure attention and regard. The down; 
tive is soon treated with indifference ; is thrown 
with disgust ; and those charms that were 
beheld with rapture, are remembered no more. 

Thus, Eloisa, time and possession too freqi 
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In this case, she is making an appeal wl 
plaints may indeed be heard with sympathet 
ness, but where they cannot be redressed, 
after all, return to the seat of disquiet 
sorrow: she must again contemplate the s 
shall renew grief and perpetuate dejectio: 
she cannot remove at once the cause of hei 
! all palliatives will be- useless. The comn 

of others will afford but a momentary susi 
misery; and she will quickly find that tt 
which ceased to pain was only recruiting ib 
to throb with fresh vigour and awakei 
anguish. 

Such a breach of conjugal fidelity is 
pregnant with the worst of evils. It has i 
tendency to sour the mind, to render th< 
irascible, and, in a series of time, to produc« 
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elegant enjoyments ; the greater pan 
passes in compliance with necessitie 
formance of daily duties, in the reir 
inconveniencies, in the procurement • 
sures ; and we are well or ill at ease, 
of life glides on smoothly, or is rui 
obstacles and frequent interruption. " 

Disputes about trivial matters let n 
always to decline. From things the r 
tant in themselves, frequently, yea, m< 
arise altercations that are sometimes ' 
the desire of conquest, till vanity kind 
and opposition rankles into enmity ; " 
pliauce on the part of either, both mif 
easily prevented. Better is a dry 
Solomon, and quietness therewith, tha 
of sacrifices with strife. In all sucl 
served concession, if nothing but cc 
assuatre the fury of debate, will be mo 
than obstinate resistance. For thouf 
both " hasten to reconciliation, as soon 



w« consolations, which, in i 
wtresa, sympathetic tenderness will be 
apart ; and which consolations, if they 
tore the cause of inquietude, will allevia 
may produce, and support the mind 
lousand cares and perplexities insepai 
ected with the present state. 
Endeavour, Eloisa, to make your husbai 
tion an earthly paradise. Let him have \ 
rudder it as " a sanctuary to shelter from tl. 
i and ills of life, and where those pure ar 
t pleasures are enjoyed which afford tl 
nine happiness, and which are not to be te 
bustle of the busy and the dissipation of 1 
d." Aim at perfection in all you do. T 
lple is certainly the most worthy of imi 
re you to be discouraged because that H* 
is unattainable in the **-- 
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irascible disposition, if once indulgea, wiu 
fretful and captious ; will hurry you into unwai 
able extremes, and perhaps terminate in 1 
cavillings, reproachful censures, and in other 
equally subversive of the happiness which max 
was intended to produce. 

But words are not the only causes of inquic 
An unkind deportment, or looks equally expr 
of the severity and rancour of the heart, are pi 
tive of the same effects, and should thereto 
avoided. Very opposite to such a conduct 
easy, affable, and condescending behaviour 
fruit of gentleness, long-suffering and forbear 
virtues that demonstrate the warmth and at 
of that love " which suffers all things, is not 
provoked, thinks no evil, but rejoiceth in t 
feigned displays of sincerity and truth." 

.iiiiv imDortant, and which 
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is a miBtMsratlnii that mast afford the 
tnhatiiitisl Joy: but oodMotiw hand, how 
awAal, how iln nosing th» thought of an eternal se- 
paration! Too, who art now to closely ratted by 
Ifce most affectionate tad tender ties, and who, by a 
radproeal aadiaaioof too kindest often, aw to en- 
doarad to each other at to feel tome paineren at a 
aaparatkm that it perhaps bat momentary; how then 
will yon bear to part— to meet no more— to take a 
lait adieu— an ererlasting farewell ! Awful and 
affecting as the bare mention of these things may 
seem, this win certainly be the case, if either, after 
being weighed in the balance, should be found 
wanting. 

Shouldst thou behold thy brother, father, wife, 

And all the soft companion* of thy life. 

Whose blended int'rettt levell'd at one aim, 

Whose miz'd desires sent up one common flame, 

Divided far, thy wretched self alone 

Cast on the left of all whom thou hast known, 

How would it wound ? what millions wouldst thou give 

For one more trial ? one day more to live ? 

Flung back in time, an hour, a moment's space, 

To grasp with eagerness the means of grace, 

Contend for mercy with a pious rage, 

And in that moment to redeem an age ; 

Drive back the tide/suspend a storm in air, 

Arrest the sun, but still of this despair. 

Let me therefore entreat you to be anxious as well 
r the immortal, as the temporal welfare of 
sband. The cares of this 
ags that demt 
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„t'- wi.IIVut, you will lastc a pleMim Lhu 
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nine sour iflectioiuU! ■iwclimail la t 
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mm generous and humane — calamities 
unavoidable, cannot be too much comra 
which, if known to be the result or i 
extravagance, or of pride, are too apt t 
risings of compassion, even when the nan 
is extended to relieve. 

I believe, Philetus, there are compai 
few bankruptcies that might not have 
Tented : nine out of ten, perhaps, original 
that extravagance so prevalent in commt 
the want of diligence in business ; or in a 
if possible, still more dishonest, that of seci 
effects as are charged to a loss in trade, 
of the former accusation is too obvious to be 
and the latter, if not so common, is neverth 
ported by the most positive proofs: wits 
lnhappy sufferers who have unwillingly 
vith the requisitions of *^° * 
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glaajl at to bo certainly uawulail htm tha 

Ufa. M Deatt ma? intercept dMiwift. 
t but bewhotaeiitoaTlatheCTeCTrtiofiof 
imdertakiaf , h*e at toast tha honour of 
ftdttaf in Ma rank, and bis fought tha battle, though 
ft* aland the victory." 

nthe prose«utic« of the plan you intend to ptir- 
■00,1 will imagine it possible that yon may hereafter 
meet with each loans in the course of trade* as shall 
considerably Impair your fortune. Suppose, for 
instance, that you should be so far reduced as not to 
be able to pay your creditors more than fifteen shil- 
lings in the pound ; in this case what is to be done? 
Some will say, Venture another year; things may 
come round again, and you may be enabled to pay 
every one his just demands: but I say, Philetus, stop 
here ; and indeed this should have been done before, 
if your circumstances were known to be on the decline. 
In such a dilemma, however, summon your creditors 
together ; lay before them an impartial statement of 
your affairs : acquaint them with the expenditure of 
your money, the profits of your business, and the 
losses that you have unavoidably sustained. This 
will give them the highest possible proof of your 
integrity, and perhaps encourage them to risk their 
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i?he reasonableness 01 *~„ 
ou consider that in still continuing ,v.. 
a run a*very dangerous risk, not at your o»u 
.pense, but wholly at the expense of those whose 
roperty you possess, and to whom only you are 
ccountable. To this consideration add also the 
ittle probability there can be of success in such a 
desperate undertaking, and I am persuaded you will 
see the propriety of my remarks. Hope, remem- 
ber, is "always liberal: and they that trust her 
promises make little scruple of revelling to-day on 
the profits of the morrow." 

For the present, we will estimate your returns 
when in full trade at six thousand a year ; but by a 
decrease of business and other occurrences you an 
brought into the situation above-mentioned. Nov* 
~~' !1 t»ug. if your trade have, without remissness c 
~"v declined, what reason is the 

-«H Ha mnrn nrnnitir 
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three yw, baft— yon wffl b» enabled to 
>tbo debt you jmcvo bmhrojL •■ 
nmuki are not made with a view to de- 
the tSMitioBi of industry, bat to exalte vigi- 
i ki'dotoottof the-fnttaey of tlsoee epeefooe ergu- 
i by which the unwary art deeeired : to guard 
tha treachery of Urn who shall, in 
attempt to allure with the hope 
of sfifleoaj.by urging as a reason for trying the expe- 
riment, the embarrassment of attain which, to dis- 
cloae, orast destroy credit, bring inevitable ruin, and 
preclude at once all possibility of recovery ; insinu- 
ating, at the same time, that as more cannot be ex- 
pected when things are at the very worst, it can be 
of little importance to the debtor whether he pay 
five or fifteen shillings in the pound. 

As your fortune is comparatively small, your busi- 
ness cannot be of equal extent with the opulent in 
trade : be content, therefore, to move in a narrower 
sphere, and careful not to exceed its limits. To 
aspire after things beyond your reach, is to hope for 
more than reason can desire. Remember the decla- 
ration of bim that said — " They who will be rich fall 
into temptation and a snare, and pierce themselves 
through with many sorrows." 

Observation and reflection will easily point out 
the impropriety and the folly of those who, on their 
first setting out in life, launch into unwarrantable 
extremes. One of considerable importance I will 



as many tnousauus in nnaj v . — 

mine what can induce men thus to act If 
unless it be pride ; which is always envk 
happiness or the success of others, and wl 
rally overcomes its votaries by pleading 
privileges and honours equal to those who* 
stances in life are extensive, if not afflui 
most plausible excuse that can be urged f 
ing a large house, is that of procuring an 
ing trade : and indeed it is possible that 
tion of some persons may be attracted by * 
ficence of a building. But it is one thins, 
the attention, another to attract custom ; 
men find that they are likely to pay dea 
love of elegance, they will very readily 
the splendour of a shop, and purchase 
commodity where it may be had mad 
though it may happen to be in one of 
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that he makes in life, cannot willingly submit to be 
thought what he really is, and therefore he assumes 
a character to which he has no claim. To main- 
tain his dignity and grandeur, bis entertainments are 
splendid ; and if the want of business be likely to 
disappoint bis ambitious schemes, unfair methods 
are taken, prejudicial to the interests of the honest 
and industrious trader, in order to support his cre- 
dit, his luxury and his pride. Manufactures are 
sold' greatly under value; and, when opportunity 
serves, their price extended beyond the limits of 
justice. Thus he goes on from one extravagance 
and evil to another, until his property is wasted, his 
creditors defrauded, and himself the pity, though 
deservedly the contempt, of every considerate and 
honest man. 

If, therefore, you would avoid such unwarrantable 
and desperate schemes, be content with a house and 
such accommodations as your business may require. 
Let your household expenses not exceed your in- 
come, but rather strive to have them c ,,, " : ' 
less. By this means vo>- - 
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cannot easily diminish them. Do not think yam 
estate your own, while any man can call upon yea 
for money which you cannot pay ; therefore, begin 
with timorous parsimony. Let it be your first can 
not to be in any man's debt. 

" When the thoughts are extended to a future 
state, the present life seems hardly worthy of all 
those principles of conduct, and maxims of prudence, 
which one generation of men has transmitted to as- 
other ; but upon a closer view, when it is perceived 
how much evil is produced, and how much good is 
impeded by embarrassment and distress, and how 
little room the expedients of poverty leave for the 
exercise of virtue, it grows manifest that the bound- 
less importance of the next life enforces some at- 
tention to the interests of this." 

Smuggling, in all its branches, let me entreat you 



_*ea for the article i 
— ■jterwards abating perhaps a shillir 
emphatically a lie, I know not what is. 
erer, they can fairly prove it otherwise, thi: 
effected by some of those logical mysteries 
with which I am unacquainted, which are t 
in the system of ethics, of theology, and to i 
said, "Let your communication be yea, yt 
nay ; for whatsoever is more than these, coi 
til." 

Suppose, however, that the practice against 
am now writing, could be rescued from the pi 
targe of falsehood, this would by no means wt 
8 use of it to a follower of Christ. It i 
Hcient that the Christian avoid only the con 
i of known actual sins; for more is cert 
uired of him who is commanded to abstain 
ippearance of evil ; who is to km***- *' 
leighbour, and «« *• 



- ~*. Such persons arc 
-generously defrauded of their propertj 
mean haggler who would skin a flint if po. 
who thinks that he never buys a bargt 
considerably under prime cost, purchases 
article for a sum considerably less. 

Let me inform you, however, that if this 
followed, you must not expect the custom 
bargain-hunters: for were they to cncumt 
shop for a few moments, you would find a 
difficulty in convincing them that it is pos& 
my a cheap bargain without abatement, 
emonstrating to their mere senses the opa 
ie moon, the diameter of the sun, or the sal 
' Jupiter. By the loss of their favours, ho 
u will receive no other injury than whai 
low on the tumbling of your goods, and thi 
sted in answering such impertinp"*- 
re generous ar»H —*' 
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you have not wronged any man by an illicit pram 
This being the case, your morsel will be sweet \ 
repast, if not affluent, will be suitable and satisfj 
the bread of industry, and not the spoils of dishoi 
and guile. Better is a little with righteoui 
than great revenues without right. — A little t] 
righteous man hath is better than the riches of • 
wicked. 

Worldly men are, indeed, struggling with 
other for wealth ; and are determined to procx 
if possible, either by force or by fraud: thoai 
one expresses it, they sacrifice conscience, an 
heaven in the scuffle. They shift their sail 
run before every wind that blows. If timet 
rough and tempestuous, and they must thro* 
board,] either their gain or their godlinesi 
make shipwreck of faith and a good consdenc 
K " nr »n in the present world, 



•>ui mow its influence in every part of 
It ii like the sap of a living tree, wh 
the most distant boughs. In your ore 
aee that you undertake nothing but win 
its end; and endeavour to accomplisi 
any but lawful means, that you may ha 
comfort of a conscience void of offenct 
should even do more ; you should end* 
so single and sincere a part as to be 
imputation of a fraud, that all who kn 
put the most unbounded confidence in yc 
—There are many other calumnies wh 
naturally expect from a malicious wc 
ought to trouble us very little to hear th 
must be extremely distressing to a gooc 
but suspected of dishonesty." 

What, Philetus, would it profit a mai 
secret and dark mysteries of tn»*o v~ -' 



has liberally provided an »— „ 
>on and use, but nothing that can properly u* 
dnated ours. He hath therefere stationed at 
tor that grim porter, Death, to see that, as we 
ht nothing into it, we should carry nothing out. 
vhat a sad parting hour must that be to him 
has gotten nothing but what he can no longer 
, who, when going into another world, is cono- 
id to leave all behind that he loved and admired 
be present ! 

When the last hour seems to be approaching, all 
'estrial advantages are viewed with indifference, 
1 the value that we once set upon them is disre- 
rded or forgotten. And if the same thought were 
vays predominant, we should then find the absur- 
y of stretching out our arms incessantly to grasp 
*♦ which we cannot keep, and wearing out our- 
- ♦*» add new turrets to the 



DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. 



117 



For how should ills, which from our passions flow. 
Be chang'd by Afric's heat, or Russia's snow ? 
The wretch by wild impatience driv'n to rove, 
Vest with the pangs of ill-requited love : 
From pole to pole the fatal arrow bears, 
Whose rooted point his bleeding bosom tears ; 
With equal pain each different clime he tries, 
And is himself that torment which he flies. 

Contentment, I think, may be denominated the 
balm of human life. It will enable the Christian to 
sit easy and perfectly resigned to the will of God, 
under every dispensation of his unerring providence : 
it will prove useful also in suppressing those murmurs 
which are too apt to rise when the wicked prosper 
and flourUh, while the righteous have scarcely bread 
to eat. Remember it is said of some — They have 
their portion in this life ; and a bitter one it is, when 
compared to the happiness that awaits the righteous 
in a better country. 

You recollect, Philetus, I have already observed, 
that industry is the ordinary way to prosperity : if, 
therefore, by diligence in a way of trade riches should 
increase, set not your heart upon Uip^ ' 
thou hast eaten and *>»•♦ r " 



eci.ui, ana to m.^. 
the only happiness that Is win**. . 
igligence in the present life is such, 0***- V0 
ble to abuse, nay, we shall certainly &\>tiSA Our 
js, if not prevented by the kind interposition of 
sr hand. Every station in life requires, besides 
ids of divine grace, the utmost watchfulness, 
mce, and prayer, in order to balance that vitio- 
•f nature, that propensity to evil which is entailed 
t the human race, and from which none have 
been exempted who were the natural descend- 

• of our original progenitors. 

• It is not without reason that the apostle repre- 
ts our passage through this stage of our existence 
[mages drawn from the alarms and solicitude of a 
itary life ; for we are placed in such a state, that 
lost every thing about us conspires against our 

-*»-♦ We are in danger from whatever 

-**♦■ • and all that can 
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and take the name of my God in vain. But even 
those Christians, Philetus, who move in this middle 
sphere, have their sorrows and their joys ; they feel 
some degree of pain, some proportionable measure of 
anxiety and care ; they taste a bitter mixed with 
every sweet, and they find a faithful monitor within, 
who tells them that the earth is not their portion, 
was not given as their rest, nor intended as their 
home. — The Almighty Father of our spirits hath, in 
mercy, " written vanity and vexation upon every con- 
dition ; and if his providence create not troubles for 
us, yet our own folly will : thus hath man made him- 
self a slave and drudge to the world, over which God 
made him lord." 

It may be said, indeed, with truth, that sorrow, in 
the present state, is the sad inheritance of man. He 
is born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards. The 
first intelligence of his visible existence is announced 
by the voice of weeping : and through every stage of 
life, either his own sufferings, or the sufferings of 
others, claim the tear of grief ; nor will the claim be 
remitted, or the tear cease to flow, till it be " dried 
up in the dust of the grave." I am, your, &c. 



1/ 



A u)« a«ay iJiai lusi hj -hi< 



mrniy deli fFHUices <HA Villi mo«i*, , is«! 
children of IimeV, W \< » «'A ™ flB "V 
e the Lard. itao« se v.hv» «! ■" 1 o tjTO '" 



lU WUlCil UO puuiivij cu.a.a* v .. .^^o^ 

interposition of divine goodness, retired 
world, and returned to bless his househol 
order to demonstrate his love of prayer, fa 
another place, Seven times a day do I pi 
because of thy righteous judgments. Job 
is so justly admired and commended for hi 
rose early in the morning to offer for I 
burnt-offerings according to the number 01 
dren. This, it is said, he did continue 
must we forget the pious example of tk 
Daniel, whose ascriptions of praise breath 
cere and fervent language of exalted pi 
devout Cornelius likewise furnishes us 
example of family worship, and also with £ 
the success with which it was attended, 
tions that sprang from his heart ascended 
mnrial hpfnra God. and though imper 



advantage is «. ._ 

If we have food and raiment, tnej •».«._ 

than we deserve ; for in many things we offend all „ 

Why, Philetus, are we commanded to pray, Gl - 
lis this day our daily bread, if not to teach us, amoic 
other things, our daily dependence upon God as tfa 
dispenser of all our temporal blessings? Most c 
our wants return with the morning ; and to whoi 
should we look but to him who is able to suppl 
them ? We need his direction through the perplex 
ties and difficulties of every day ; and without b 
gracious interposition and support, we can en> 
nothing to any valuable purpose. In the even! 
we seek rest in vain, unless he give slumber to I 
eye-lids, and sleep to the eyes. Now as these 
wants common to every family, and what all 
members constantly experience, they ought certa 
to unite in supplicating the same divine goods 
and also in returning thanks for the mercies of w 
they have all jointly been partakers. Surely 
e an say with the Psalmist, " It is erood to give tl 

••• ti„> i, ur ,i, and to simr praises unto thy nai 

• u tiiv lo\ injr-kindness 
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and examining the only question in which a mistake 
cannot be rectified." 

That prayer is a duty resulting from our relation 
to our Almighty, as our Creator and Benefactor, is 
evidently the dictate of nature. It is, besides, a 
mean by which the comfort and the happiness of his 
dependent and sinful creatures are promoted. He 
that knows what is in man, stands in no need of 
intelligence respecting his condition. " All things 
are naked and opened unto the sight of him with 
whom we have to do— Hell is naked before him, and 
destruction hath no covering." — In this case, as in 
every other, duty and privilege are inseparably 
united: and the utility of prayer in all its branches, 
will appear abundantly manifest when it is remem- 
bered that it is Dot intended to give the Father of 
spirits information concerning either our wants or 
our unworthiness, for these are perfectly known to 
him before they are felt or acknowledged by our- 
selves, but to impress the mind with a deep convic- 
tion of both, and to keep perpetually alive a sense of 
our entire dependence on him for the supply of the 
one, and the pardon of the other. 

" Nothing so forcibly restrains from ill as the 
remembrance of a recent address to heaven for pro- 
tection and assistance. After having petitioned for 
power to resist temptation, there is so great an 
incongruity in not continuing the struggle, that we 
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surely the former should not be neglected uj 
who contend that moral virtue is the sumi 
human perfection." 

In the neglect of either family or private w 
we act much more inconsistently than we do 
common occurrences of life. Were we to i 
but the smallest token of respect at the h 
some earthly friend, we should be prompt U 
every acknowledgment in our power ; we 
feel pain in recollecting but one opportunit 
we might have testified our gratitude, but wh 
then neglected or forgotten. Now if we pre 
be sensible of our obligations to that Frie 
sticketh closer than a brother ; who giveth a 
liberally without upbraiding; by what si 
demonstrate the sincerity of these preteni 
nnt hv vielding the obedience we acknowled 
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in their converaauuu, uw»«~,~. . . _ 
to the commands of God, and active in the pc^/rfu 
ance of every duty, it is manifest that their souls 8 
barren, and their profession, however specious, dwi 
died into form. Such men, Philetus, are not an < 
nament, but a discredit to religion ; and if saved 
last, it will be, as the apostle expresses it, by fi 
Circumspection was perhaps never more necess: 
than in the present age, in order to guard agai 
evils that are so evidently prevalent in the Christ 
world. 

It is certain that the most diligent attendance 
the duties of religion can merit no favour 
the hand of the Almighty ; but it is equally < 
tain that almost every spiritual, and every t 
poral mercy, is communicated not by the neg] 
but by the use of means. To use these means is 
-»..»~ *u a wnrir and the privilege of man ; to im 



»i uim promise, " Those who h< 
(rill honour ;" and at the same time we 1 
knowledge it just that they who are other 
Bd should be lightly esteemed. 

The performance of family worship, Ph 
be attended with the happiest effects : you 
irill speak loudly to all around you, and r< 
he religion you profess to follow and estee 
he course of Divine Providence, you t 
lessed with children, it is likely they ma; 
ted as well by this as any other act of yo 
lary piety. Your servants also, who wi 
•rgotteu in your petitions, may be gainers 
induct. Every exhortation intended to 
ther their present or their future welfare 
ven with peculiar propriety and advantage 
rious moments of retirement. The sole 

5 occasion will add double f«~— *• 

11 — - • ••- 



.'gleets, or tne crimes vucu ue wiuunw, uu > . v . ... 
?gligence and irregularity which he may encourage 
• inculcate." 

If, on the other hand, they see you daily devoted 
> God in prayer, both on your own and on their 
ehalf, they must think there is a reality in religion ; 
)mething more than the world generally imagines, 
r perhaps than they themselves have ever yet exp- 
erienced. The manifestation of your concern for 
heir immortal part may also induce them to exa- 
line the propriety of your remarks ; may be instru- 
aental in the conversion of their souls ; and conse- 
luently have a tendency to promote both their pre- 
tent and their future happiness. 

But if after every endeavour you should meal 
tfith disappointment, your kind interposition wUl 
jrobably secure their esteem; and if it should sc 
lappen, this esteem will be evinced by a faithful 



■a; I'.ir hi. fvi.tid with that •fdour which fripud 

iliir.illy in*[>lm, an<i h*> will perceive ]ii^ :i'i. 

cut to grow daily and: daily stronger. If, i 



i rl f ihc sviii.iul.li> von !,■,': fr.v tlie mercies of th 
; and io the evening, as a testimony „f l!,i,i,k 



e power of their hanos. 

" When, therefore, the generality of men are such 

^thrifts of time, and like careless navigators keep 

3 journal or diary of their motions, and other oo- 

irrences that happen ; what need have others to 

ray, with Moses, * So teach us to number our days, 

lat we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.' He 

'ho was learned in all the sciences of the Egyptians, 

esires to be taught of God so to number, as not to 

listake, or to make any error in the account of life, 

<y setting down days for minutes, and years for days. 

i man would naturally think that a little arithmetic 

rould serve to cast up so small a number aa the 

lays of him whose days are as the days of an hire- 

ing, few and evil : and yet it is such a mystery, that 

Vfoses begs of God to be instructed in it as thai 

which is the chief and only knowledge. Yea, God 

him«;plf oarnestlv wishes this wisdom to Israel bif 
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in? but the consolations which religion can cer- 
inly impart. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
id all her paths are peace. The duties she en- 
ins, " if sincerely and regularly performed, will 
ways be sufficient to exalt the meanest, and to 
ccrcise the highest understanding. That mind 
ill never be vacant, which is frequently recalled by 
ated duties to meditations on eternal interests ; nor 
in any hour be long, which is spent in augmenting 
(.'sire for celestial happiness." 

Before I conclude, Philetus, I will transcribe for 
our perusal a few lines written on the present sub- 
let by a learned and judicious author. " Let me 
xhort you," says he, " to be careful and conscientious 
n family government and instruction. How Inez- 
usable are those parents and masters, who suffer 
lieir children and servants to perish for lack of 
. _.i — ♦ "ncnenirahle advantages do you 
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Impression of the importance of eternity for our- 



lr i.iolj. Honerer, fur a 
very much nupect [lie * 



be seen by them, wnen ue cuuea uw.~~ ow . ^ 

ith drunkenness, unfit to perform any duty, or 
;ady to sin still more by the manner of perform- 
ace? When I figure to myself a master of a 
tmily, who had come home sotted like a beast, and 
alf-supported to his house, rising in the morning, 
am not able to conceive how he can bear the looks 
f those members of his family, who had been wit- 
lesses of his shame. But, besides being a restraint 
rom gross crimes, I cannnot help saying that, speak- 
ng of the things of God with the concern of a 
larent, or the humanity of a master, must giro f 
solemnity of spirit, and a sense of their moment 
3ven greater than before. A man cannot speak U 
purpose without feeling what he says ; and the ne? 
impression will certainly leave behind it a laatinf 
effect. Let me, therefore, earnestly recommend t 
you the faithful discharge and careful managemez 
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